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Ka Salang Motsepe

Mapodisi a kwa Mpumalanga a tlhotlhomisa tiragalo ya bogodu jo bo diragetseng kwa
kerekeng ya KwaMhlanga ka nako ya bosigogare ka Labotlhano.bBatlhasedi ba ne ba tlhasela
kereke eno kwa KwaMhlanga, kwa Mpumalanga, mme ba baya baobamedi mo kotsing ka
ditlhobolo, ba ba laela gore ba rapame fa fatshe, ba bo ba ba tseela difouno tsa bone tsa selula,
dikgetsana tsa madi, diaparo, mmogo le madi a a sa itsiweng.

Mmueledi wa sepodisi sa porofense kwa Mpumalanga, Brigadier Donald Mdhluli, o boletse fa
bogodu bo diragetse fa maloko a phuthego a ne a rapela bosigo."Go ya ka pego ya mapodise,
mo batho ba le 60 ba ne ba rapela mo teng ga kereke fa banna ba le barataro ba ba
tlhometseng ba ne ba tlhasela lefelo leo. Go bolelwa fa babelaelwa ba supile batswasetlhabelo
ka ditlhobolo, mme morago ba ba laela go rapalala, mme ba ba utswa difouno tsa bone tsa
selula, dikgetsana, diaparo, gammogo le madi a a sa itsiweng",...
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...go boletse Mdhluli.

Morago ga moo, go bolelwa gore batlhasedi ba ne ba tima dipone tsa
lefelo leo pele ga ba tshaba ka dilwana tse ba di utswitseng. Mapodisi a
ne a itsisiwe mme go ne ga bulwa kgetsi ya go thukutha kgwebo.

Gone jaanong, ga go na ope yo o tshwerweng, mme mapodise a ikuela
mo bathong ba motse gore ba ba neye tshedimosetso epe fela e e ka ba
thusang go lemoga le go tshwara batho ba ba belaelwang.

Maloko a setšhaba a ka leletsa Crime Stop mo go 08600 10111 kgotsa a
romela tshedimosetso ka My SAPS App. Tshedimosetso yotlhe e e
amogetsweng e tla tsewa e le sephiri, mme batho ba ba founelang ba ka
tlhopha go sa umakiwe maina a bone", Mdhluli o ne a rialo.

exam, they would continue with the tutoring. Through tailored guidance,
patient instruction, and practical learning strategies, the student not only
improved but excelled. The mother, witnessing the remarkable progress,
decided to continue the tutoring sessions, confident in the results being
achieved.

This story is more than a personal triumph; it highlights a crucial truth
about our world today. Mathematics is not just a school subject—it is the
foundation of modern life. From the cars we drive, the planes we fly, to the
technology and innovations shaping industries like robotics, finance,
engineering, and science, mathematics is the invisible engine powering
progress. Yet, despite its importance, the pure study of mathematics is on
the decline. Many learners find themselves disengaged or discouraged,
and this has real implications for our society and economy.

It is in times like these that exceptional educators make all the difference.
Tutors like Mr. Madisha not only teach—they inspire, guide, and equip
students with the tools to succeed. As the author of "The Secrets of
Learning and Teaching Mathematics", Mr. Madisha brings a unique
approach to the subject. His methods go beyond rote memorization; they
emphasize understanding, practical application, and cultivating a mindset
that sees mathematics as a tool for solving real-world problems.

For learners today, this is a call to action: do not settle for mediocrity. Push
harder, embrace challenges, and seek guidance from those who have
proven their ability to make a difference. Whether your goal is academic
excellence, a future career in technology, engineering, or finance, or
simply developing problem-solving skills that will last a lifetime, mastering
mathematics is essential.

With the right mentorship, any student can transform struggle into
success. As this story shows, the combination of dedication, guidance,
and effective methods can unlock potential and set learners on a path to
achievement and confidence.

In a world that increasingly depends on knowledge and innovation, the
value of learning mathematics cannot be overstated. Let us champion the
subjects that empower us, inspire curiosity, and open doors to limitless
possibilities.
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UNLOCKING POTENTIAL: HOW
TEBOGO MADISHA IS
CHANGING THE WAY
STUDENTS LEARN
MATHEMATICS

For many students, mathematics and physics can feel like insurmountable
challenges. Concepts seem abstract, formulas appear confusing, and
motivation can wane quickly. This was the case for one student who
struggled to keep up with these critical subjects—until they met Tebogo
Madisha.

Between April and June, the student began a trial period with Mr.
Madisha. The agreement was simple: if the student performed well in the
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LEEUWKRAAL IN TURMOIL:
UNDERSTANDING THE LAND
INVASION ISSUE IN
HAMMANSKRAAL

Hammanskraal, often referred to as the land of Matebele, is currently
facing a growing crisis over land invasions that has left many residents
anxious and uncertain about their future. Over the past few weeks,
several homes have been destroyed as individuals occupy land without
formal permission, sparking questions about ownership, governance,
and legal rights.

The land at the center of this issue, Leeuwkraal, has long been adminis-
tered by the Kekana Family under the guidance of The Amandebele
Aba Ka Moletlane, the traditional authority in the area. For genera-
tions, the Kekanas have overseen settlements and maintained order in
accordance with local customs. However, in recent years, unplanned
settlements have emerged seemingly overnight. Many residents living
in these new villages reportedly lack official documentation, creating
conflict with both authorities and neighboring homeowners.

Residents are left asking critical questions:

� Who truly owns Leeuwkraal?
� Are there other administrators besides the Kekana Family who

can issue proper settlement documents?
� What has happened to the Moshate of Matebele in

Majananeng, and what role does it play in resolving these dis-
putes?

The lack of clarity around ownership and documentation has real
consequences. Homes are being demolished, livelihoods dis-
rupted, and families displaced. For those living in uncertainty,
the promise of a —or titleproper settlement document
deed—is not just a piece of paper; it represents security, stabil-
ity, and the right to build a future on their land.

Resolving the issue may require more than just government interven-
tion. Traditional authorities, local administrators, and community
leaders all have a role to play in establishing clear ownership, verifying
proper documentation, and preventing unlawful occupation. Without
this collaboration, the cycle of land invasions and conflict is likely to
continue.

The residents of Leeuwkraal, along with broader Hammanskraal com-
munities, deserve transparency, protection of their homes, and guid-
ance on how to secure legal rights to the land they occupy. Only with
clear governance, community consultation, and lawful processes can
this longstanding issue begin to find a resolution.

Leeuwkraal’s story is a reminder of the complex intersection between
tradition, law, and modern urbanization. For the people of
Hammanskraal, understanding who holds authority, how documents
are issued, and how disputes are resolved is crucial—not just for peace
of mind, but for the future of their homes and community.

A BOUNTY FROM THE EARTH:
CELEBRATING THE FARMERS
BEHIND THIS YEAR'S POTATO
MIRACLE

This year, a quiet revolution has been unfolding in the produce aisles and
market stalls across South Africa. A humble, brown bag, filled with one of
the nation's most beloved staples, has become a symbol of extraordinary
value and community resilience. The price of a 7kg to 10kg bag of
potatoes has, at times, reached an almost unbelievable low of R 20—a
price that brings a smile to the faces of families, street food vendors, and
farmers alike.

This isn't just a lucky break; it's a testament to the dedication, skill, and
backbreaking effort of our local farmers. This year’s bounty is a direct
result of their triumph. After seasons of challenges—from unpredictable
weather patterns to rising input costs—our farmers have been blessed
with, and have expertly managed, near-perfect growing conditions. Ideal
rainfall, plentiful sunshine, and a successful harvest have culminated in a
surplus so generous that it has driven prices down, making quality
potatoes accessible to all.

This windfall has created a powerful ripple effect of positivity throughout
our communities, and nowhere is it more visible than at the vibrant heart
of our township economy: the beloved kota dens and chips sellers.
For these small business entrepreneurs, the potato is more than a
vegetable; it is the very foundation of their livelihood. The kota, a quarter
loaf of bread stuffed with a glorious array of fillings, is crowned by its king:
a generous portion of golden, crispy chips. The cost of potatoes is
typically one of their most significant overheads. When that cost
plummets, the impact is profound.

How does a R 20 bag of potatoes change the game?

1. Increased Profit Margins: With the core ingredient suddenly far
more affordable, kota shop owners have been able to breathe easier.
Their profit margins on each sale have improved significantly, providing a
crucial financial cushion. This extra capital can be reinvested into their
business—perhaps buying a better fryer, improving their storefront, or
diversifying their menu.
2. Sustaining Quality and Quantity: The low cost means vendors no
longer have to choose between quality and cost-cutting. They can afford
to be generous with their portions, ensuring every customer gets a kota
overflowing with perfect chips. They can select the best potatoes for
frying, leading to a superior product—crispy on the outside, fluffy on the
inside—that keeps customers coming back for more.
3. Economic Accessibility: The affordability of the final
product—the kota and chips—remains stable, ensuring that this iconic,
filling meal stays within reach for the everyday South African. In a time
where the price of everything seems to be rising, the humble kota remains
a beacon of affordable delight, thanks to the potato surplus.

So, the next time you bite into a perfectly cooked chip from your favourite
spot, take a moment to think about the journey it took. From the careful
planning of the farmer who sowed the seed, to the long hours spent
tending the fields and harvesting the crop, to the vendor who expertly
slices and fries them—this is a story of collective success.

Let us raise a kota in a heartfelt salute to our farmers. Their expertise and
perseverance have not only filled our fields with plenty but have also
fuelled the engines of small businesses and filled the stomachs of a nation
with joy. This year’ potato prices are more than just a good deal; they are a
celebration of South African resilience, a reminder that when our farmers
thrive, our entire community reaps the rewards.

Thank you to the farmers. Your effort is the real value in every bag.
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Investments on the Ground

Across the continent, Chinese foreign direct investment (FDI) is rising
sharply. This includes:

� Factories and Mines: Chinese firms are setting up plants to manufac-
ture goods and extract resources.

� Infrastructure Projects: Ports, railways, and energy grids—many
under the Belt and Road Initiative—are reshaping African economies.

� Trade Agreements: New deals are opening the door for easier cross-
border flows of goods and services.

The U.S. Factor and the AGOA Question

The trade tensions between Washington and Beijing play a central role in
China’s African pivot.

The on a wide range of Chinese goods, makingU.S. has imposed tariffs
them less competitive in American markets. To offset this, China has
sought alternative markets and partners—Africa chief among them.

South Africa finds itself at the crossroads of this global tug-of-war. Under
the , African countriesAfrican Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA)
can export goods to the U.S. duty-free. Yet, with mounting U.S. concerns
over South Africa’s political ties with Russia, its access to AGOA has come
under scrutiny.

Even beyond geopolitics, AGOA rules bar countries from acting as a
“back door” for Chinese exports. Products made primarily in China but
finished in South Africa cannot qualify for AGOA benefits.

Here, China has seized the moment: if South African goods face hurdles in
reaching U.S. markets, Beijing is ready to step in—offering investment
and guaranteed demand. This reduces South Africa’s reliance on Wash-
ington while tying its economy closer to China.

Deepening Local Value Chains

China’s strategy extends beyond short-term trade adjustments. It is
deliberately d within Africa.eepening value chains

Traditionally, Africa exported raw materials—cobalt from the DRC, iron
ore from South Africa—that were processed in China before returning to
the world as finished goods.

Now, Chinese firms are building factories to process theseon African soil
resources locally. For example, instead of shipping cobalt to Asia, China
might build a battery-component factory in South Africa.

The payoff is mutual:

� For South Africa and Africa: more skilled jobs, technology transfer,
and higher-value exports.

� For China: more secure supply chains, new consumer markets, and
stronger political influence.

The Bigger Picture

The strategy can be seen as China . Previ-building a bakery on the farm
ously, it bought apples from African farmers to bake pies in China. Now, it
is building a pie factory directly on African soil—providing jobs and skills
locally while ensuring steady access to apples and a loyal customer base.

Conclusion

China’s growing role in Africa is more than opportunistic investment. It is a
calculated reshaping of global trade routes and supply chains, designed
both to withstand pressure from Washington and to create deeper,
mutually dependent partnerships.

For Africa, the question is whether this shift will be a stepping stone to
greater economic independence—or a new form of reliance, this time
with Beijing at the centre.

SPEED, SAFETY, AND THE
FRAGILITY OF LIFE IN
HAMMANSKRAAL

A child, busy trying to quench their thirst, crossed R101 and was struck by
a vehicle moving at an abnormal speed. A moment of carelessness, a
fraction of a second, and a life is forever altered. This is where the fine line
between an and becomes painfully clear.accident regret

The presence of the metro police is meant to enforce safety and discipline
on our roads, yet drivers continue to flout the rules as if they are immune
to consequence. Many drive responsibly only when law enforcement is in
sight, or buckle their seatbelts only when convenient. Too often, the
roads become a playground for adults who behave as though they are
hiding report cards or homework from high school authorities.

Is this reckless disregard for law and life simply , or ahuman nature
deeper societal failure? Every violation of traffic law, every unnecessary
risk, speaks to a culture that prioritizes convenience over caution, and
self-interest over community safety.

Adding to this crisis is the collapse of public transport. In Hammanskraal,
bus services have halted due to lack of funding. Residents now face fewer
options, forcing many to rely on private vehicles and further congested,
unsafe roads. The cycle of danger seems endless, and the question arises:
Will Hammanskraal ever see real improvement, or are we trapped in
perpetual neglect?

Ultimately, the solution may not lie solely in stricter laws, but in a
transformation of awareness. Will drivers begin to act for the safety of
others, or will discipline only emerge when the law itself becomes
infallible? Until we answer these questions, our roads will remain both a
reflection of our society and a stark reminder of lives lost to impatience
and carelessness.

CHINA SHIFTS STRATEGY IN
AFRICA: BUILDING DEEPER
ECONOMIC TIES AMID GLOBAL
TRADE TENSIONS

China is tightening its economic embrace of Africa, with South Africa
emerging as a key partner, as Beijing responds to shifting global trade
dynamics and pushes to build stronger local industries abroad.

A Twofold Strategy

At the heart of this approach lie two drivers. First, it is : a directreactive
response to the changing global trading system, particularly U.S.-China
tensions. Second, it is : a long-term strategy to create moreproactive
advanced, localised industries in partner countries that also secure
China’s economic future.
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MONNA O NE A IPOLELA
MORAGO GA GO BOLAYA
MORATIWA WA GAGWE WA
MALOBA
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BUILDING THE FUTURE
TOGETHER: FOCAC
BLUEPRINT PRIORITIZES
INNOVATION AND YOUTH IN
CHINA-AFRICA RELATIONS

The strategic partnership between China and Africa is increasingly looking toward the

future, with a formalized commitment to collaboration in innovation, technology, and

youth empowerment.

As outlined in the Forum on China–Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) Beijing Action Plan

(2025–2027), a series of key initiatives have been earmarked for ongoing

implementation, signaling a long-term investment in the skills and ideas of the next

generation.

The action plan, which serves as a blueprint for multilateral cooperation, confirms the

continued support for several recurring flagship events. These include the China–Africa

Innovation Cooperation Conference, China–Africa Innovation Cooperation andthe

Development Forum China–Africa Youth Innovation and Entrepreneurship, and the

Competition.

These initiatives are designed to move beyond traditional government-to-government

diplomacy and create vibrant, people-to-people networks. The Innovation Conferences

and Forums serve as critical platforms for policymakers, researchers, and business

leaders to share knowledge and forge partnerships in high-tech fields such as digital

economy, artificial intelligence, renewable energy, and agricultural technology.

The goal is to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and technology that can address

common challenges and drive sustainable economic development across Africa.

Perhaps the most forward-looking element is the sustained focus on youth through the

Innovation and Entrepreneurship Competition. This initiative directly engages students,

young entrepreneurs, and startups from both China and Africa, challenging them to

develop viable business solutions. By providing a stage, mentorship, and potential

funding, the competition aims to nurture a new generation of innovators who are deeply

embedded in the China-Africa partnership. It fosters cross-cultural teamwork and

practical problem-solving, building a powerful cohort of future leaders with strong

bilateral ties.

The reaffirmation of these programs in the FOCAC action plan underscores a strategic

recognition: the long-term vitality of China-Africa relations depends on more than

infrastructure and trade.

By investing in joint innovation and creating opportunities for its youth, the partnership

is seeking to build a durable foundation of shared knowledge, skills, and personal

relationships that will define the collaboration for decades to come. This focus ensures

that the China-Africa community with a shared future is not just a diplomatic concept,

but a reality being built by its youngest and most dynamic citizens.

SOUTH AFRICA–CHINA TRADE
FAIR SIGNALS A BRIGHT
FUTURE FOR BILATERAL
GROWTH

Johannesburg, September 25, 2025 — The recently concluded South
Africa–China Trade and Investment Promotion Conference, alongside
the 9th China–South Africa Trade Fair, has emerged as a landmark
moment for economic cooperation between the two BRICS nations.
Drawing nearly 600 business leaders from both countries, the event
highlighted not only commercial opportunities but also the shared vision
for a prosperous and innovative future.

Investing in the Future

The conference strategically focused on sectors poised to define the next
decade of growth. Renewable energy, automotive manufacturing, and
the digital economy took center stage, reflecting a forward-looking
partnership. With South Africa’s urgent energy challenges, China’s
leadership in solar, wind, and other clean technologies offers a pathway
to sustainable solutions. Meanwhile, collaboration in electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing presents exciting possibilities for South Africa to become
a regional hub for innovation, assembly, and export.

The digital economy also received a spotlight, with discussions ranging
from e-commerce expansion to telecommunications and tech innovation,
underscoring the countries’ shared commitment to harnessing
technology for inclusive growth.

Diplomacy Meets Development

Chinese Ambassador Wu Peng’s address at the opening ceremony
reinforced the depth of this bilateral partnership. Beyond commerce, his
remarks emphasized the strategic nature of the relationship—supporting
South Africa’s industrialization, energy transition, and broader economic
development goals. This high-level political backing signals that the
partnership is about more than transactions; it’s about shared progress.

Concrete Results: Investment That Matters

A standout moment of the fair was the announcement of a R4 billion
(approx. $230 million) investment by Baiyin Nonferrous Group in Gold
One’s operations in Gauteng. This joint venture demonstrates a
collaborative model that benefits both nations, creating jobs, fostering
skills transfer, and deepening economic integration. Such tangible results
exemplify how international partnerships can translate into meaningful
growth at home.

Looking Ahead

While discussions around debt, local beneficiation, and labor standards
remain important, the overarching story is one of opportunity,
collaboration, and inspiration. The conference serves as a reminder that
bold ideas and partnerships can turn challenges into stepping stones for
growth. South Africa and China are not just trading partners—they are co-
creators of a future defined by innovation, sustainability, and shared
success.
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